


Why risk assess?

Across the Early Years environment, we aim to offer a wide range of exciting and engaging learning opportunities
to help develop children’s foundation skills. In any situation where there are a number of children working and
playing together there are risks but there are also benefits. We take the health and safety of children very seriously
and assess each situation by considering the potential risks and the benefits and then through discussion we can
decide if the risks can be managed appropriately and that the benefits are valid, reasonable and productive in
moving children’s learning forward.

The following risk assessments cover the main areas of the indoor and outdoor environment. The general checklist
covers our daily considerations before opening up the environment to parents and children.

All risk assessments are reviewed yearly to ensure they are up-to-date and relevant however, an assessment will
be made immediately if there is an incident or an area of the environment is adapted or changed in any significant
way.
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Daily Safety Checklist

ltem Detalils Tick or Comment
OUTDOOR ENVIRONMENT
1 Gate to front of school is locked
2 Gates to Nursery area locked
3 Storage sheds are locked
4 | Check under any covered areas, sweep if necessary
5 | Pick up litter
Check drain holes are clear and covered with grill
7 Check outdoor furniture is safe




Benefit Risk Assessment: Indoor Activities

Prepared by: Date:




Benefit Risk Assessment:



Water

As above

Stagnant water,
consumption/
absorption of
contaminants

ZY HEBYU§E &
would be yucky!

Water containers are emptied at the end of
each session/ day so they do not go
stagnant.

Water containers are emptied regularly and
check for contaminants.

Children are encouraged to follow a no
consumption routine in this area.

Children are made aware of the hazards of
stagnant water.

Staff to



Benefit Risk Assessment: Climbing equipment and free standing play equipment

Prepared by: Date:

Risk
Activity/Hazard Benefit Risks Children’s voice Assessment Elimination/ Control methods Who/When Progress
(use Matrix)

L|C|R

Tyres


















Benefit Risk Assessment: Bug hotel

Activity/Hazard

Leafs and sticks in
bug hotel

Benefit

The leafs and sticks
encourage bugs for
the children to explore

Risks

Bacteria and
viruses, sharp sticks

Children’s voice

Look! A woodlouse in
the leafs.

Risk
Assessment
(use Matrix)

L|C|R

Elimination/ Control methods Who/When

Explain to the children that they must
wash their hands after playing in the bug
hotel.

Do not put your hands in your mouth.
Do not put the leaves and sticks in your
mouth.

Progress

13



sac attached) in the
victim. Because it
takes a few minutes
for all the venom to
be injected, quick
removal of the
stinger is important
and can be done
with one quick
scrape of the
fingernail.

Benefit Risk Assessment: Construction area

Activity/Hazard Benefit

Sticks Gross motor skills,
enhance children’s
imaginative play

Risks

Twigs in eyes

Children’s voice

| am going to use this
stick as a flag pole on
my pirate ship

Risk
Assessment
(use Matrix)

L|C|R

Elimination/ Control methods

Who/When

Progress

14




Benefit Risk Assessment: Stage area

Risk
Activity/Hazard Benefit Risks Children’s voice Assessment Elimination/ Control methods Who/When Progress
(use Matrix)
LIC|R
Stage area The children develop  The children fall of

social skills, creative

skills and

communication and

language

15



