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As a rough guide, children are expected to reach the highest level (black) by the time they 

leave Year 6. In key stage 1, children who read above lime level are reading fairly fluently.  

The books will vary in a number of ways, including layout, size, vocabulary and length, to 

give the children a rich diet of literature. The difference between each colour band is very 

small, so that children do not experience great difficulty moving up through the bands.  

    

Progress through the bands is not automatic and it is important to ensure that children 

working in the early bands have secure understanding so that they keep motivated as they 

move on to more challenging texts. This is particularly important for children at the early 

stages of learning English as an ad



 

 

 

 

How to support your child with their reading at each Book Band   

Ditties or equivalent: Step 1 

For children just starting to read. Children are getting used to reading from left to right and 

matching spoken words to written words. Usually no more than 10 pages with up to 5 words 

on a page.      

• Find title  

• Open front cover   

• Turn pages    

• Understand that left page comes before right   

• Understand that we read from left to right   

• Use meaning together with repeated language patterns (syntax) to predict the storyline   

• Match spoken words to written words   

• Use a few known words to help with own reading   

• Use meaning together with repeated language patterns (syntax) and some letters to read 



• Start to read more rhythmically or use phrasing while keeping track of text  

 • Repeat words, phrases or sentences to check, confirm or modify own reading  

 

  

 

 

Green books 

• Children are beginning to read more varied sentence structures and taking some note of 

punctuation. Usually no more than 15 pages with 1 or 2 sentences per page. Follow print 

with eyes, finger pointing only at points of difficulty   

• Take more note of punctuation to support the use of grammar and spoken language 

rhythms   

• Check all sources of information more quickly while reading (e.g. pictures, text)   

• Note familiar words and phonemes and use these to help with reading of unknown words 

• Search for information in print to predict, confirm or attempt new words while reading   

• Notice relationships between one text and another   

• Predict in more detail   

  

Purple book band   

• Children are becoming more confident at reading longer and more varied sentences. 

Usually no more than 15 pages with 2 or 3 sentences per page. Move through text paying 

attention to meaning, print and sentence structure flexibly   

• Self-correct more quickly while reading   

• Re-read to improve phrasing and clarify exact meaning   

• Solve new words using print information and understanding of the text to try alternative 

pronunciations   

• Identify different parts of unfamiliar words to read correctly   

• Able to read a greater range of text genres   

• Discuss content of the text in a way which shows understanding of precise meaning  

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Pink 

Children are starting to read quite fluently and take note of punctuation. Usually about 20 

pages with 3 or 4 sentences per page.   

• Read fluently with attention to punctuation   

• Solve new words using print detail while attending to meaning and syntax   

• Track additional lines of print visually (with eyes only) without difficulty   

• Discuss and understand character and plot more fully   

• Use contents page and glossary in non-fiction books to find information  

  

 

Orange 

Children are starting to read longer and more complex sentences and can understand a 

range of punctuation. Usually about 20 pages with 4 or 5 sentences per page.   

• Get started on fiction after briefer introductions without relying on illustrations   

• Examine non-fiction layout and use the contents page to select which sections of a book to 

read   

• Read longer phrases and more complex sentences   

• Pay attention to a range of punctuation   

• Blend phonemes in unfamiliar words more fluently, cross checking with meaning and 

syntax   

• Search for and use familiar syllables within words to read longer words   

• Understand meaning from text, check information in text with illustrations, particularly 

nonfiction, and comment on content     

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Yellow 

  

Children can read complex sentences fairly fluently, taking note of punctuation. They use 

expression and do not rely on illustrations to help them. Usually about 20 pages with 4 or 5 

sentences per page.   



 

 

 

 

Grey 

 

Children might read silently or quietly at quite a fast pace, taking note of punctuation. 

Usually about 25 pages with 5 to 10 sentences per page.  

• Look through a variety of books with growing independence to predict content and story 

development and make full use of non-fiction layout   

• Read silently or quietly at a faster pace, taking note of punctuation and using it to keep 

track of longer sentences   

• Solve most unfamiliar words while reading by blending long vowel phonemes, recognizing 

and using them in longer and more complex words   

• Adapt to fiction, non-fiction and poetic language with growing flexibility   

• Understand how literary effects are used by writers   

• Use reading to extend speaking and writing vocabulary and syntax   

• Find and understand information in non-fiction 

 

From this level, the Read Write Inc programme stops, but books are likely to be banded as below 

for those who have completed the Read write Inc programme to mark the progression to Free 

Reader 

 

White Book Band 

 

Books might have chapters. Children will read silently most of the time. They are interested 

in longer texts which they can return to easily after a break. Usually no more than 30 pages 

and about 10 sentences per page.   

• Read silently most of the time   

• Keep interest in longer texts, returning to it easily after a break   

• Use text more fully as a reference and model   

• Search for and find information in texts more flexibly   



• Notice the spelling of unfamiliar words and relate to known words   






